INTRODUCTION
The Przedborski Landscape Park ( Fig. 1 ) was established in 1988 to protect the unique wildlife and landscape of Central Poland including the River Pilica valley, the woodlands of the former Pilicka Forest and the hills formed from Jurassic and Cretaceous rocks (WALCZAK et al. 2001) .
According to the physico-geographical regionalization of Poland (KONDRACKI 2000) , it is located within the macroregion of the Przedbórz Upland (north-western part of the subprovince of the Małopolska Upland) and consists of parts of four mezoregions: the Przedbórz-Małogoszcz Hill Range in the central part of the park, the Włoszczowa Basin in the north-east and the Łopuszno and Opoczno Hills in the north. The park lies in the Łódź and Świętokrzyskie provinces. With regard to geology, Mesozoic formations predominate in the study area. These are mainly Upper Cretaceous rock strata, deposited in a shallow depression; but Jurassic and Triassic rocks also occur in the south-eastern part (Świętokrzyskie Mts. anticlinorium). They all form ranges of hills (up to 300 m) with valleys filled with Quaternary sands and clays of the Oder Glaciation.
The vascular plant flora of the area consists of 964 species, and its richness reflects the great differentiation of habitats and the presence of natural or semi-natural ecosystems that are the main local hot-spots of biological diversity. Sixty-two taxa are listed as protected by law and five are noted in The Polish Red Data Book of Plants (WNUK 1998) .
Given the diversity of these ecosystems, insects seems to be a rich and diverse group of invertebrates in the Przedborski Landscape Park, however, knowledge of this insect fauna is very scant. So far, barely 60 species of terrestrial insects belonging to five orders (Orthoptera, Lepidoptera, Coleoptera, Diptera and Hymenoptera) have been recorded; there are no data on planthoppers or leafhoppers (WNUK 1998) .
The most pristine areas are protected in the following nature reserves (RĄKOWSKI et al. 2006 , 2007 , WNUK 1988 According to the zoogeographical division of Poland presented in the Catalogue of Polish Fauna (NAST 1976) , all the sites belong to the Małopolska Upland division and, except for site 14, are situated within the Przedborski Landscape Park (Fig. 2) . Excluding sites 15 and 16, the remainder belong to the "Natura 2000" site under the name "Ostoja Przedborska" No. PLH260004 (www.natura2000.gdos.gov.pl).
The survey covered 20 collecting sites, which are briefly described below. The nomenclature of the vegetation units follows that of MATUSZKIEWICZ (2001) E. nigrolineata was regarded as being extremely rare in Poland, given in NAST's Catalogus Faunae Poloniae (1976) from only one locality in Lower Silesia (Wielisław Złotoryjski). However, over the last 10 years the number of records restricted to Southern Poland has increased significantly, which supports the view of NICKEL (2003, 2010) that the species can be treated as a south-eastern European invader, continuously expanding its range north-and westwards. It occurs in different grassland habitats like meadows, pastures, ruderal vegetation, and is trophically associated with grasses, mainly Elymus repens (L.) GOULD, Dactylis glomerata L. and Holcus lanatus L. This is a south European species, in Poland known only from the Małopolska Uplandthe Góry Pieprzowe near Sandomierz (SMRECZYŃSKI 1955) . Both localities are near the northern range limit of its occurrence in central Europe. In Germany it lives on Prunus spinosa in sun-exposed sites, mainly pastures and meadows with scattered shrubs, embankments, forest margins and hedges (NICKEL 2003 (DWORAKOWSKA 1970) .
Balcanocerus larvatus (HERRICH-SCHÄFFER
The species is of Ponto-Caspian origin, with scattered localities mainly in Central and Eastern Europe. In Germany at the north-western edge of its range, it is found mainly along dry waysides and in ruderal sites on various substrates (preferably sand, limestone and gypsum). (NIEDRINGHAUS et al. 2010a (NIEDRINGHAUS et al. , 2010b . According to NICKEL (2010) , the species in Germany seems to be a recent invader from south-western Europe as the number of localities have increased significantly in the last few years extending the known range into an area of the south-western and western Länder (Rhineland-Palatinate, Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, North Rhine-Westphalia). The locality given in this paper is the first record of the species in Central Europe.
In Germany and Switzerland the species is usually found in urban parks and rural-urban fringes, where it is common on Salix alba L., S. fragilis L., S. babylonica L. and S. purpurea L., migrating to Acer spp. and Rosa spp. in autumn (NICKEL 2003 , MÜHLETHALER 2001 .
Zygina schneideri (GÜNTHART, 1974) : In Germany it occurs in tall, usually scattered stands of grasses in temporarily moist to dry, sunny to moderately shady sites of almost all altitudes. In lowland and upland areas the species is confined to limestone and gypsum hills where it probably feeds on Bromus erectus HUDS. (NICKEL 2003) .
Erzaleus metrius (FLOR, 1861):
[11] -Zagacie [UTM DB35] -complex of moist meadows of the order Molinietalia caeruleae W. Koch 1926 Koch , 1♂, 1♀, 18.06.2009 . This is a Siberian species, in Europe confined to its northern and central regions. It is quite rare in Poland and known only from the following localities: Pomeranian Lake District -Bielinek near Chojna (HAUPT 1933 (HAUPT , 1935 
Concluding remarks
The paper provides the first information on planthoppers and leafhoppers of the Przedborski Landscape Park. The number of 101 recorded species is comparable with the results of short-term investigations carried out by other authors in diversified vegetation in the vicinity of Janów Lubelski (117 species recorded by BEDNARCZYK & GĘBICKI 1998), the Biebrza Valley (129 species recorded by GĘBICKI et al. 1982) or the Ojców National Park (154 species collected by SZWEDO 1992). The number of species discovered within the area of the Przedborski Landscape Park constitutes one fifth of the overall number of species known from Poland, but a multi-season study would undoubtedly reveal a much higher number of taxa. Moreover, additional methods of collecting such as pitfall traps and water traps should be employed. Finally, the investigations should cover other regions of the park, including the "Piskorzeniec" and "Oleszno" Nature Reserves.
Chorological analysis indicates that wide-ranging elements form the major group in the area under discussion: Euro-Siberian (28.77%), European (19.18%) and . Species with a narrow distribution are less numerous: Ponto-Caspian (4.79%), Mediterranean (4.11%), North European (2.74%), Siberian (2.05%), South European (1.37%) and West European (1.37%).
Regarding the trophic structure, it can be seen that 1 st degree oligophagous and 1 st degree monophagous species share the highest percentage ratios (34.00 and 25.00%, respectively). This may suggest the stability of the investigated ecosystems, as it was discovered by NOVOTNÝ (1994) that polyphagous species are associated mainly with ephemeral habitats, unlike food specialists, which prefer more stable ecosystems. With regard to the number of annual generations, bivoltine species are dominant in meadows, sandy and xerothermic grasslands and ruderal vegetation (from 52.00 to 64.00%) whereas monovoltine ones prevail in woodland communities (from 60.00 to 67.00%). As far as the overwintering stage is concerned, forms hibernating as eggs dominate in all the types of vegetation investigated (from 62.00 to 75.00%) Most species were recorded only in one type of vegetation; only ubiquistic species such as Javesella pellucida, Aphrodes bicincta, Psammotettix confinis and Turrutus socialis revealed broader habitat preferences. The first locality of Zygina lunaris in central Europe and additional findings of Eurybregma nigrolineata, Balcanocerus larvatus, Eupteryx adspersa, Zygina schneideri, Metalimnus steini, Diplocolenus bohemani and Erzaleus metrius are also of significant importance.
